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HAROLD L.(Hal) HOWARD
3351 Bobcat Lane
Valley, WA 99181
(509) 937 4278
Email: halhwrd@gmail.com

PRESS RELEASE
	
Local Waitts Lake resident and author Hal Howard announces the publication of his book, Truckin’ With Bubba . . . and I Ain’t Bubba, a humorous account of his experiences on the road teaching others how to drive a big rig and earn a Class A Commercial Drivers License.   Hal spent the last five years of his twelve year trucking career as an instructor in the Prime School of Driving operated by Prime, Inc., of Springfield, Missouri, one of America’s largest long haul trucking companies.  He earned its prestigious Instructor of the Year award in 2007 before retiring to Waitts Lake to write.  
1.   What was your initial reaction to the book getting published?
Ans:  It was a bit euphoric—like when I passed the bar exam—a long difficult task had been accomplished.  I always wanted to be a writer.  I guess the lesson to be learned is, if you work hard enough and live long enough, your fantasies may come true.

2. Who was the first person you notified?  
	Ans:  The friend who is preparing the CD’s.   They should be available within the next month.  

       3.   Looking back, were there any parts that were harder to get down than others?
Ans:  Well, humor is what gets us through life—it eases the burdens—and it’s what I wanted to emphasize.  People like to read about the experiences of others in their line of work.  While a number of people have written about their experiences as truckers, I’m not aware of any books on the process and problems encountered in getting a license, the problems encountered by two strangers having to live together in the confines of a big rig cab, or the problems encountered by a CDL instructor.    I didn’t think anyone would be interested in reading a heavy treatise on trucking but I did want to include some information on the business of trucking and the lifestyle of truckers which is why the information on these subjects appears in chapters 39 and 40 rather than at the beginning.  
	
4. How did you arrive at the name of Bubba?  
 Ans:   There are plenty of examples of Bubba being used in the sense that it portrays a guy who habitually messes up, and the first Bubba certainly fit the stereotype.  “B” words usually have a more humorous effect than other words.  Can you show me another name that has more B’s?  Several months ago I was listening to a discussion on NPR about words and their effect.  The question was, “Can you come up with a humorous non-dirty word that starts with any other letter?”  
5.  What do you hope the reader gets from the book? 
Ans:  1. Some laughs 
2.  Insight into the process and problems in getting a Class A Commercial Drivers License 
3.  Insight into life on the road.
4.  Awareness of the dangers and problems truckers face on the road 
5.  Awareness of how other drivers cause unnecessary problems and dangers for themselves and big rig drivers.

6. How much did the folks at Prime Inc encourage you to complete it, or did they even know you were working on it?  
	Ans:  I joked about it but no one encouraged or discouraged me.  When I 	returned to        	Springfield in March 2008 for the Instructor of the Year Awards dinner, I gave the 	attendees 15 minutes of standup comedy telling them about it.
7.   Is a sequel in the works or a book on another subject?  
Ans:  I am working on a novel about a dope runner who becomes a truck driver.  It will be another year before it will be ready.  I have also written some short stories and am producing them on CD’s with other writers in the Loon Lake Writers Group.  They should be available soon with the CD’s for Bubba. 

8.   Where can one buy a copy?
     Ans:  Locally, Moose Murals at Loon Lake has a limited supply.  Like so many books today, it is available on Amazon.com and as an ebook.   Also, it’s available in the Transportation section of iUniverse.com in hardcover.

9.  What else are you doing to enjoy the golden years of retirement?  
         Ans:  I am very active in the Loon Lake Writers Group that meets at the Deer Park 	Library at 6 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the month.  We are always looking for new        	writers to welcome to the group.  I am also the President of the Greater Loon Lake 	Chamber of Commerce that meets on the second Wednesday of the Month.  
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